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Yolo County Flood Control &  

Water Conservation District 

 
 

Board Meeting 

Tuesday, May 5, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 
NOTE: This meeting is being agendized to allow Board Members, staff, and the public to participate in 

the meeting via teleconference, pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 2020). 

 
Teleconference Options to join GoToMeeting: 

 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/882362485 

 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States: +1 (646) 749-3112 

 

Access Code: 882-362-485 

 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts: 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/882362485 
 

          
Based on guidance from the California Department of Public Health and the California 

Governor’s Office, in order to minimize the spread of COVID-19, please consider the following: 

1. You are strongly encouraged to observe the live stream of the Yolo County Flood Control & 

Water Conservation District Board of Directors meeting (see details above).    

2. If you are joining the meeting via GoToMeeting and wish to make a comment on an item, 

please provide your comment in the chat box to “YCFC&WCD Board of Directors”.  You 

will be called by name or phone number when it is your turn to comment.   

3. If you choose not to observe the Board of Directors meeting but wish to make a comment on 

a specific agenda item, please submit your comment via email by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, May 

4, 2020.  Please submit your comment to Christina Cobey at ccobey@ycfcwcd.org to place 

your comment into the Board meeting record.  

4. If you are watching/listening to the live stream of the Board meeting and wish to make either 

a general public comment or to comment on a specific agenda item as it is being heard, you 

may submit your comment to Kristin Sicke at ksicke@ycfcwcd.org.  Comments received 

after an agenda item will be made part of the record if received prior to the end of the 

meeting.  

 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/882362485
tel:+16467493112,,882362485
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/882362485
mailto:ccobey@ycfcwcd.org
file://///Yolo-DC01/Shared/ADMINISTRATION/Board%20of%20Directors/Package/2020/BOD%20Pkg%204-7-2020/ksicke@ycfcwcd.org
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Public documents relating to any open session item listed on this agenda that are distributed to all 

or a majority of the members of the Board of Directors less than 72 hours before the meeting are 

available for public inspection by scheduling an appointment with Christina Cobey at (530) 662-

0265 or ccobey@ycfcwcd.org.  

 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you have a disability and need a 

disability-related modification or accommodation to participate in this meeting please contact 

Christina Cobey.  Requests should be made as early as possible, and at least one full business day 

before the start of the meeting.     
 

AGENDA 

 
7:00  1.  Consideration:  Adoption of the April 7, 2020 Regular Board Meeting 

Minutes 

 

7:02 2.  Open forum (Limited to five minutes): Guest introductions, unscheduled 

appearances, opportunity for public comment on non-agenda items 

 

7:07 3.   

 

 

Consideration:  Adding Items to the Posted Agenda 

In order to add an item to the agenda, it must fit one of the following categories: 

a) A majority determination that an emergency (as defined by the 

Brown Act) exists; or  

b) A 4/5ths determination that the need to take action that arose 

subsequent to the agenda being posted.  

 

7:10 4. Consideration: Power Purchase Agreement with Valley Clean Energy Alliance 

for Selling Power at Indian Valley Reservoir 

 

7:25 5. 

 

Consideration: Adoption of Fiscal Year 2020/2021 District Budget 

 

7:45 6. 

 

Consideration: Revising the Resolution Declaring the Covell Ditch Surplus 

Property 
 

7:50 7. Presentation:  Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 
 

8:00 8. Directors’ Reports:  Report on meetings and conferences attended during the 

prior month on behalf of the District 

 

8:05 9. Attorney’s Report:  Report on legal matters of concern to the District 

 

8:10 

 

 

 

 

 

10. 

 

 

 

 

 

General Manager’s Report:  Report regarding current general activities and 

projects of the District 

a) Operations, Maintenance, and Water Conditions 

b) Financial Report 

c) General Activities 

d) Upcoming Events 

mailto:ccobey@ycfcwcd.org
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8:25 

 

11. 

 

General Discussion:  Opportunity for clarification or additional information 

request  

 

8:30 12. Consideration:  Consider the approval and the payment of bills 

 

8:35 13. Adjourn 

 

   

The public may address the Board concerning an agenda item either before or during the Board’s consideration of that 

agenda item.  Public comment on items within the Board’s jurisdiction is welcome, subject to reasonable time limits 

for each speaker.  Upon request, agenda items may be moved up to accommodate those in attendance wishing to 

address that item.  Times listed for consideration of agenda items are approximate only.  The Board may consider any 

agenda item at any time during the Board meeting. 

 
I declare that the foregoing agenda was posted at the office of the Yolo County Flood Control & Water Conservation 

District, 34274 State Highway 16, Woodland, CA on May 1, 2020. 

 

 

By:   ___________________________________ 

 Christina Cobey, Administrative Assistant 
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YOLO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 5, 2020       ITEM #:  1 

          

SUBJECT:  Consideration: Adoption of the April 7, 2020 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

 

INITIATED OR [   ] BOARD    COORDINATED OR 

REQUESTED BY: [X] STAFF      APPROVED BY: Tim O’Halloran 

    [  ] OTHER                           

 

ATTACHMENT   [X] YES    [   ] NO  [   ]   INFORMATION 

        [   ] DIRECTION  [X] ACTION:  [X] MOTION 

     [   ]   RESOLUTION 
                                                              
 

 
BACKGROUND: 

Pursuant to Section 54957.5 of the Brown Act, copies of the draft minutes are available to the 

public at the Board meeting prior to their approval. 

 

Staff request the Directors call the Yolo County Flood Control & Water Conservation District 

(District) office if a correction is needed to be made to the draft minutes to clarify a substantial 

point or to correct content.  Staff will then have time to make the appropriate change(s) and 

submit the revised draft for review to the Board and the public at the Board meeting.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

District staff recommend the adoption of the attached minutes with any corrections. 
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  April 7, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes (Draft 5/1/20) 

 

 

 

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, April 7, 2020, 7:00 PM 

 

YCFC&WCD Offices 

34274 State Highway 16 

                                                Woodland, CA 95695 

 

 

 

 

Due to the COVID-19 threat and pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order N-29-20 (March 17, 

2020), the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Yolo County Flood Control & Water 

Conservation District (District) was agendized to allow Board members, staff, and the public to 

participate in the meeting via teleconference.  The meeting was held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 

7, 2020 remotely via GoToMeeting.  Chair Mayer convened the meeting.  The following people 

were remotely in attendance: 
 

District Board 

Jim Mayer, Chair 

Tom Barth 

Mary Kimball 

Bruce Rominger 

Erik Vink 
 

District Staff 

Tim O’Halloran, General Manager 

Max Stevenson, Assistant General Manager 

Kristin Sicke, Assistant General Manager 

Ryan Bezerra, Legal Counsel 
 

Members of the Public 

Dave Pratt 

 

1. CONSIDERATION: Approval of Minutes 

M/S/C approved the minutes of the March 3 and March 17, 2020 regular and special Board 

meetings, respectively, as submitted. 

 Ayes:  Directors Barth, Kimball, Mayer, Rominger, and Vink 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  None 

 Abstain:  None 

https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/3.17.20-N-29-20-EO.pdf
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2. OPEN FORUM 

There were no comments. 

 

3. CONSIDERATION: Adding Items to the Posted Agenda 

There were no changes made to the agenda. 

 

4. PRESENTATION: COVID-19 RESPONSE 

Assistant General Manager Sicke reported that the District has been closely monitoring the threat 

of COVID-19 and has followed guidance from the Yolo County Department of Health and Human 

Services and the California Governor’s Office.  Sicke reported that a District Response Team 

(Team) was formed to manage the dynamic situation and to identify critical steps for continuing 

essential functions of the District. 

 

Sicke reported the following steps were executed to-date:  

1) Increased the frequency and area of disinfection by providing more sanitation materials at 

strategic locations in our headquarters building and in operational vehicles, 

2) Reviewed and categorized what were considered essential functions (delivering water) and 

essential personnel, 

3) Provided appropriate staff with the required software to telework as much as possible, 

4) Provided training on COVID-19 symptoms, transmission, and best practices, 

5) Minimized access of both the public and staff to our headquarters building, and  

6) Provided written guidance and information to employees regarding access to healthcare 

and District policies. 

 

Sicke directed the Board to the draft memorandum included in the agenda package, which 

discussed the District’s management of the health crisis and the recent paid sick leave and 

expanded family and medical leave under the Families First Coronavirus Act.  

 

5. PRESENTATION: COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED REALIGNMENT 

OF THE MOORE CANAL 

General Manager O’Halloran informed the Board that Yolo County (County) is currently in the 

process of preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Teichert Shifler Mining 

and Reclamation Project.  As one of the primary stakeholders and impacted parties, the District 

has been working with Teichert to make sure our needs are met.  The District is considering the 

project with the following principles kept in mind: that any changes to the Moore Canal system 

not a) negatively impact water delivery operations, b) increase ongoing maintenance costs, and c) 

increase either short-term or long-term liability exposure. 

 

Director Rominger asked whether conveyance via a pipeline had been considered.  O’Halloran 

stated that the operations and maintenance costs were likely too cumbersome for a pipeline. 

 

Director Mayer suggested the District require a geomorphological study be conducted as part of 

the EIR process.  A geomorphological study will help define the potential for meandering from 
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Cache Creek so that there is a basis to identify potential risk and help evaluate the potential 

financial aspect. 

 

As part of the cost analysis of “potential cost to mitigate Creek meandering”, Director Barth 

recommended staff review the cost of repairing the north side of the Creek from 2017 storm 

damages. 

 

Directors Kimball and Mayer requested the upcoming timeline as part of this process.  O’Halloran 

reported that the County planned to have the draft EIR posted to their website by April 30, 2020, 

which would allow 60 or 90 days of a comment period prior to the project going to the Yolo County 

Planning Commission and being approved by the Board of Supervisors. 

 

6. PRESENTATION: 2020 IRRIGATION SEASON OPERATIONS UPDATE 

General Manager O’Halloran provided the Board with an update on the status of preparations for 

the irrigation season.  As of March 16, 2020, the District had a little more than 260,000 acre-feet 

of water available for the 2020 irrigation season, which was the day that releases from Indian 

Valley Reservoir began.  For the 2020 irrigation season about 78,000 acres are signed up for 50 

unique crop types.  O’Halloran quickly discussed the District’s staffing situation for ditchtender 

rides and informed the Board that capital projects were completed prior to the start of water 

deliveries.  He announced the 2020 agricultural irrigation rate was set on April 1, 2020 at $32 

(based on March 16, 2020 water storage numbers since deliveries commenced prior to April 1, 

2020).  Lastly, O’Halloran reviewed the existing groundwater conditions as seen in the District’s 

16 real-time groundwater monitoring wells. 

 

7. DIRECTORS’ REPORTS 

None of the Directors had anything to report on behalf of the District. 

 

8. ATTORNEY’S REPORTS 

Legal Counsel Bezerra reported on two lawsuits that challenged the validity of Groundwater 

Sustainability Plans complying with the substantive requirements of SGMA.  Additionally, 

Bezerra reported on the Bay-Delta water quality control planning process stating the fate of the 

Voluntary Agreements was still unclear. 

 

9. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

Assistant General Managers Stevenson and Sicke provided reports on the following: 

a) Operations, Maintenance, and Water Conditions – discussed in Item 6. 

b) Financial Report Summary – Highlights from the March 31, 2020 financial statements 

report were quickly reviewed, and the actual FY 2019/2020 Budget was compared to the 

projected FY 2019/2020 Budget.   

c) General Activities – A list of outreach activities and projects both in-house and coordinated 

with other agencies was reviewed. 
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d) The following upcoming events were announced: 

1. April 8: Westside IRWM Coordinating Committee Meeting via Zoom 

2. July 28-31: ACWA 2020 “Spring” Conference, Monterey 

 

10. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

There was no general discussion. 

 

11. CONSIDERATION: Payment of Bills 

M/S/C approved the following claims for payment – Yolo County Flood Control & Water 

Conservation District Checks # 058246–058260. 

 Ayes:  Directors Barth, Kimball, Mayer, Rominger, and Vink 

 Noes:  None 

 Absent:  None 

 Abstain:  None 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Jim Mayer, Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Tim O’Halloran, Secretary 
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YOLO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 5, 2020       ITEM #:  4 

          

SUBJECT:  Consideration: Power Purchase Agreement with Valley Clean Energy Alliance for 

Selling Power at Indian Valley Reservoir 

 

INITIATED OR [   ] BOARD    COORDINATED OR 

REQUESTED BY: [X] STAFF    PREPARED BY:  Max Stevenson 

    [  ] OTHER                          APPROVED BY: Tim O’Halloran 

 

ATTACHMENT   [   ] YES    [X] NO  [   ]   INFORMATION 

        [   ] DIRECTION  [X]   ACTION:  [X] MOTION 

     [   ]   RESOLUTION 
                                                              
 

 

BACKGROUND:  

The District has been selling power from Indian Valley Reservoir’s hydroelectric facility to 

Valley Clean Energy Alliance (VCEA) since June 1, 2018 via a two-year renewable Power 

Purchase Agreement (PPA).  Staff have negotiated an updated five-year renewable PPA with 

VCEA for selling power starting June 1, 2020. 

 

Total income from the PPA over the next five seasons will depend on water release patterns 

and storage conditions. Historic power production data and details of the draft PPA will be 

presented. The draft PPA is available for review at the District offices upon request. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommend that General Manager O’Halloran be given authority to contract with the 

VCEA for a PPA from June 1, 2020 to May 31, 2025. 
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YOLO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 5, 2020       ITEM #:  5 

          

SUBJECT:  Consideration: Adoption of Fiscal Year 2020/2021 District Budget 

 

INITIATED OR [   ] BOARD    COORDINATED OR 

REQUESTED BY: [X] STAFF    PREPARED BY:  Tim O’Halloran 

    [  ] OTHER                          APPROVED BY: Tim O’Halloran 

 

ATTACHMENT   [X] YES    [   ] NO  [   ]   INFORMATION 

        [   ] DIRECTION  [X]   ACTION:  [X] MOTION 

     [   ]   RESOLUTION 
                                                              
 

 
BACKGROUND:  

Attached is the proposed budget for Fiscal Year (FY) 2020/2021 as recommended by the 

Finance Committee.  Staff prepared the FY 2020/2021 Budget in coordination with the Board’s 

Finance Committee, and the proposed budget has been reviewed by the Board’s Finance 

Committee. 

 

FY 2020/2021 revenues are projected to be $7,235,980 while expenses are projected to be 

$6,777,640.  The FY 2020/2021 Budget projects a positive cash balance of $458,340 at the end 

of the fiscal year.  Although this budget projects a positive cash balance, the District is planning 

on major capital repairs at the Indian Valley spillway and hydroelectric facility and Cache 

Creek Dam electrical upgrades.  These capital improvements and repairs will require that the 

District use reserve funds and/or borrow money from a financial institution.  Even though the 

proposed FY 2020/2021 Budget anticipates a positive cash balance, there is, and will remain 

an ongoing need for conservative fiscal management. 

 

General Manager O’Halloran will present the proposed budget to the Board, including a year-

end summary of FY 2019/2020 actuals, the key drivers and assumptions used in developing 

the proposed budget, and a prioritization of Capital and Non-Capital Projects. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Finance Committee and staff recommend adoption of the proposed Operations and 

Maintenance and Capital Budgets for FY 2020/2021.
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YOLO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 

MEETING DATE:  May 5, 2020       ITEM #:  6 

          

SUBJECT:  Consideration: Revising the Resolution Declaring the Covell Ditch Surplus 

Property 

 

INITIATED OR [   ] BOARD    COORDINATED OR 

REQUESTED BY: [X] STAFF    PREPARED BY:  Kristin Sicke 

    [  ] OTHER                          APPROVED BY: Tim O’Halloran 

 

ATTACHMENT   [X] YES    [   ] NO  [   ]   INFORMATION 

        [   ] DIRECTION  [X]   ACTION:  [X] MOTION 

     [X]   RESOLUTION 
                                                              
 

 
BACKGROUND:  

At the February 4, 2020 Board Meeting, District staff presented on the history of the Covell 

Ditch drainage easement, and recommended the Board declare the Covell Ditch surplus and 

authorize execution of a quit claim to the City of Davis.  Resolution 20.02 was adopted, and 

District staff began the process of quit claiming the declared surplus assets; however, it was 

discovered that the District has an easement on an additional portion of the Covell Ditch (west 

of Highway 113).  To quit claim all easements along the Ditch, a revision to the language in 

Resolution 20.02 is needed to revise the definition of declared surplus assets.  The attached 

Resolution 20.03 is meant to superseded Resolution 20.02 and allow for the District to quit 

claim all easements along the Covell Ditch. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff recommends that the Board adopt Resolution 20.03 Declaring the Covell Ditch as Surplus  

Real Property and Authorizing Quit Claim to the City of Davis.
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RESOLUTION NO. 20.03 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

YOLO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT DECLARING THE COVELL DITCH AS SURPLUS REAL 

PROPERTY AND AUTHORIZING QUIT CLAIM TO THE CITY OF DAVIS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, in 1982, the Yolo County Flood Control and Water Conservation 

District (“District”) in conjunction with the County of Yolo (County) and the City of Davis 

(City) relocated a drainage ditch along Covell Street, to the North edge of Davis, the Covell 

Ditch (Ditch); and 

  

 WHEREAS, the County’s involvement was simply to approve a necessary 

annexation of land to the City; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the District’s involvement was to hold the easements to facilitate the 

future use of the Ditch, if it became feasible, to move irrigation water through it to lands 

east of Davis; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the City is responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Ditch 

requiring coordination with the District to utilize the Ditch for irrigation purposes; and  

  

 WHEREAS, the District no longer intends to utilize the Ditch for irrigation 

purposes; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City has requested that the District quit claim the Ditch to the City; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 65-9 of the Yolo County Flood Control 

and Water Conservation District Act (Water Code Appendix Section 65-9) the District’s 

Board of Directors may authorize the sale or disposal of any interest in real and personal 

property that is no longer necessary to be retained  for the District’s uses and purposes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the District has already delegated this authority to its General Manager 

in Resolution 20.02 and desires to update the defined area of declared surplus assets. 

  



21 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Yolo 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District as follows: 

 

1. The District declares the Covell Ditch and all District assets within and along the 

Covell Ditch starting at County Road 98 and running east of Highway 113 to F 

Street to be surplus to the needs to the District. 

2. The District authorizes the General Manager or his designee to negotiate with the 

City of Davis and to take all actions necessary to quit claim the properties hereby 

declared surplus to the City of Davis. 

3. This resolution supersedes Resolution 20.02, which has no further effect. 

 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Yolo County Flood 

Control and Water Conservation District on the 5th day of May 2020, by the following vote: 

 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: 

 

Signed and approved by me this 5th day of May 2020.      

 

             

       ___________________________  

       James Mayer, Chair  

 

Attest: 

  

     

_____________________________ 

Tim O’Halloran, Secretary 
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YOLO COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

 

AGENDA REPORT 
 

 

MEETING DATE: May 5, 2020       ITEM #:  7 

          

SUBJECT:  Presentation: Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

 

INITIATED OR [   ] BOARD    COORDINATED OR 

REQUESTED BY: [X] STAFF    PREPARED BY:  Kristin Sicke 

    [  ] OTHER                          APPROVED BY: Tim O’Halloran 

 

ATTACHMENT   [   ] YES    [X] NO  [X]   INFORMATION 

        [   ] DIRECTION  [   ]   ACTION:  [   ] MOTION 

     [   ]   RESOLUTION 
                                                              
 

 
BACKGROUND:  

Staff and the Board’s representative to the Yolo Subbasin Groundwater Agency (YSGA) will 

provide an update on general activities related to the Sustainable Groundwater Management 

Act (SGMA) implementation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

This agenda item is for informational purposes only.  No Board action is required. 


